
                                                                
 

 

PHEASEY PARK FARM PRIMARY SCHOOL AND EARLY YEARS CENTRE 

Curriculum Information 

Year 5    Spring Term 1    2022 

Subject What are we learning? How you can help at home 

English 

 

 

  

In English we are studying a film narrative – ‘The Piano’ by 

Aidan Gibbons and also visual literacy on the theme of a UFO 

landing.  

In writing, we are looking at descriptive pieces that focus on 

emotions and drama playscripts, as well as extending our skills 

in writing journalistic texts. The children will write a story 

with a sequence of events arranged into paragraphs. We are 

distinguishing between homophones and other words which are 

often confused, introducing more advanced punctuation for 

clarity and effect and we are also learning how to link ideas 

across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place and number. 

In reading, we are focussing on vocabulary and answering 

questions to improve language skills. During guided reading and 

whole class reading sessions, we will explore the meanings of 

words in context. 

Reading 

Please hear your child read at home at least five times a week. Ask 

questions which encourage your child to explain the meanings of tricky 

vocabulary words and find meanings in a dictionary (online dictionaries 

are available for example: http://wordcentral.com/).  

Please help your child to read every night and record on the GoRead 

App. Bedtime reading advice is available at www.theschoolrun.com.  

Spelling  

Please help your child practise their spellings (set weekly on One-Note) 

several times a week. This half term we are learning homophones and 

cious/tious/cial/tial word endings. Regular practice at home makes such 

a difference.  

Online learning  

Please encourage your child to explore Oxford Reading Buddy, Purple 

Mash and Education City throughout the week too. 

Maths  This term we will be solving problems involving volume and nets 

of 3-d shapes. We will convert between the different units of 

metric measures and learn about the equivalent imperial 

measures. We will also convert between units of time and learn 

to measure and draw angles with a protractor. Later we will 

review basic fractions and begin to multiply fractions by whole 

numbers. The children will work with decimal fractions up to 3 

decimal places and will order and round decimal numbers. They 

will be introduced to the percentage symbol % and relate 

percentages to fractions. They will solve problems involving 

equivalent percentages and fractions. 

Please help your child to continue to practise their times tables. Also 

encourage your child to use measures in the home, for example telling 

the time. You can also support by looking for examples of percentages 

(such as sales in shopping) and how they are used. 

Online learning 

Your child can explore MyMaths, Education City and TopMarks websites 

to consolidate their understanding. 

 

 

 

 

http://wordcentral.com/
http://www.theschoolrun.com/
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Science 

 

 

 

In Science we will be continuing to investigate the properties 

and changes of materials. The children will use their previous 

knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures 

might be separated, including through filtering, sieving and 

evaporating. They will investigate everyday materials on the 

basis of their properties, including their use in thermal 

insulation. 

Encourage your child to think about the real-life application of 

insulating with materials and the use of sieving/filtering, for example 

water filtering and sieving when baking. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zb9c87h 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkntsbk 

 
 

Topic/Computing 

 

In our topic ‘Traders and Raiders’, the children will be learning 

about the Anglo-Saxon and Viking struggle for power in Britain. 

They will learn about everyday life – homes, food, farming, 

clothing, hierarchy and fighting. The children will use 

Ordinance Survey maps to locate specific key sites and 

features. The children locate Saxon shore forts and use digital 

mapping skills. We will create Anglo-Saxon patterns using print 

or relief blocks as part of the Art curriculum. To develop 

computing skills, the children will create a virtual Saxon 

museum. 

Online learning: 

Explore Google Maps and Google Earth with your child to discover 

geographical features of the UK for example estuaries, old forts, main 

towns and cities. 

https://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/ 

https://www.google.com/maps/ 

 

PE The children will be learning a class dance using a range of 

movement patterns in order to perform in the Pheasey Dance 

festival. They will be taught how to play the competitive game 

of netball, building upon the basic skill principles suitable for 

attacking and defending. 

PE day – Monday (outdoor games, weather permitting) and 

Wednesday (indoor PE) 

Please make sure your child has full P.E kit.  

 • Jewellery is not allowed.  

• Long hair should be tied back.  

For safety reasons, NO earrings are allowed 

Swimming A re-cap of safety procedures and pool rules will be covered.  

Assessment of all strokes will take place to ensure correct 

ability lane grouping, this will be first week back to swimming. 

Strokes will continue to be developed. Frontcrawl, backcrawl, 

breaststroke and butterfly will all be practised during the 

term to improve technique. Circuit swimming will be 

incorporated to allow more distance to be covered during the 

Please remember all children will need a named swimming 

costume/trunks, swimming hat and towel please. 

 

Swimming Day - Thursday 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zb9c87h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkntsbk
https://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.5470445,-1.9989291,14z
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lesson. Water skills will be developed such as, push and glides, 

head/feet first sculling and underwater swimming. Swimmers 

will also be timed in all four strokes, over 2 lengths for school 

records. 

RE During our R.E lessons this half term, we will be learning about 

Commitments and Meaning. The children will be considering 

their own commitments and the impact this has on their day-

to-day lives. The children will be learning about the 

commitments of Muslims within their faith and will begin to 

learn about commitment within the Christian faith. 

Help your child to discuss the commitments they have within their 

families and in leisure time, such as out of school hobbies. For example: 

looking after family pets at home. The website below has information 

about the commitments of different faiths: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z7hs34j 

PSHE In PSHE, we will be learning about how to ‘Say No to Bullying’. 

Opportunities will be given to explore the key language of 

bullying, peer pressure, bullying by different people, racism and 

cyber bullying. 

The impact of bullying, which is negative will be a key focus. 

Online Safety will continue to be promoted with reminders 

about how to keep safe online, how to recognise risks/harmful 

content and how to report them. 

The children will learn where and how to seek support including 

trusted adults to speak to if worried about their own or 

someone else’s mental wellbeing. 

Discuss what ‘bullying’ means and encourage your child to support 

school’s Anti-Bullying Policy 

Talk to them about the discussions they have had in class and in 

assemblies, and what they have learnt about different types of 

bullying. 

Encourage your child to speak up about bullying through speaking to 

trusted adults or getting advice from trusted websites.  For example: 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/ 

Advice for parents and carers: 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/tools-information/advice-and-

support/advice-parents-and-carers 

Music Through a range of pieces in Music, the children will learn to 

play ever increasingly complex rhythms on the ukulele. The 

children will be taught to be able to use the correct posture 

when holding the instrument, to be able to take care and 

maintain of it, to be able to strum and pluck the strings on the 

instrument and to play accurate rhythms. 

Talk to your child about how their Ukelele lessons are going! Can they 

explain how they play it and make different notes? 

German The children will be learning about food and how to say their 

likes and dislikes. They will ask and answer questions by 

working with a partner and will follow a short familiar text, 

listening and reading at the same time. 

Ask your child to tell you about their favourite foods in German! 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/tools-information/advice-and-support/advice-parents-and-carers
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/tools-information/advice-and-support/advice-parents-and-carers
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Visits and visitors Timezones Saxon day 

The National Space Centre, Leicester  

 

Curriculum Days Our curriculum day this term will support our topic ‘Traders 

and Raiders’ and the Design Technology curriculum objectives. 

The children will design, construct and evaluate Anglo-Saxon 

homes, applying their understanding of how to strengthen, 

stiffen and reinforce more complex structures around a 

framework.  

Encourage your child to research the features of Anglo-Saxon homes: 

http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons/houses.htm 

 

 

 

 

http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons/houses.htm

