
                                                                
 

PHEASEY PARK FARM PRIMARY SCHOOL AND EARLY YEARS CENTRE 

Curriculum Information  

Year 2    Autumn Term 2    2021 

Subject What are we learning? How you can help at home 

English 

 

 

  

In English this half term we are looking at ‘Little People, Big Dreams’ 

books. These books are linked to significant individuals such as 

Mother Teresa, Rosa Parks, Mary Anning, Martin Luther King and 

Greta Thunberg. The stories explain the life of the individual and 

link closely with our History Topic of ‘Movers and Shakers’. We will 

look at different genres of writing such as setting descriptions, 

newspaper articles and instructions. We are continuing to 

consolidate our phonics knowledge this half term ready for an 

assessment in December.  

 

Library Day – Monday  

Reading Books – changed every Friday 

Reading 

Please hear your child read at home at least five times a week. Ask 

questions which encourage your child to draw inferences about 

characters’ feelings, thoughts, emotions and actions. Please help 

your child to read every night and record on the GoRead App.  

Bedtime reading advice available at www.theschoolrun.com  

Spelling  

Please help your child practise their spellings several times a week. 

Regular practice at home makes such a difference. These will be 

assessed every Thursday. 

Online Learning  

Please encourage your child to explore Oxford Reading Buddy, Purple 

Mash and Education City throughout the week too. 

Maths  This half term we will start by using our knowledge of Place Value to 

solve problems. We will continue to look at Addition and Subtraction 

and apply methods taught in Autumn 1 to help solve one and two-step 

word problems. With Multiplication and Division, we will be using our 

knowledge of arrays to help solve word problems. We will recognise, 

find and name fractions of shapes and numbers using apparatus, 

visual representations and arrays. We will also start to explore time, 

money, position direction and movement and statistics.   

Please help your child to continue to practise their times tables (2s, 

5s and 10s) in preparation for their weekly challenge. Please also 

work on telling the time to the hour, quarter past and to and half 

past. If possible, practise buying items in a shop using a range of 

different coins. Also practise giving change.    

Online Learning 

Your child can explore MyMaths and TopMarks on the link below:  

https://www.mymaths.co.uk/ 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/  

Science 

 

 

 

In our Science lessons we will explore the importance of humans 

eating the right amounts of different types of food and describe 

the importance of exercise and good hygiene for humans.  

Encourage children to identify different foods from different food 

groups e.g. fruits, vegetables, dairy products. Also, encourage the 

children to think about making good choices which will impact on 

their health e.g. choosing an apple over a packet of crisps, playing 

outside. Finally, please remind the children about the importance of 

hand washing regularly.  

http://www.theschoolrun.com/
https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/


                                                                
 

PHEASEY PARK FARM PRIMARY SCHOOL AND EARLY YEARS CENTRE 

Topic 

 

Our topic for this half term is ‘Mover and Shakers’. The curriculum 

driver for this topic is History. We will be focusing on significant 

individuals from the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements. This will include looking at and comparing 

Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus. We will also explore the 

life of Rosa Parks, Emmeline Pankhurst and Florence Nightingale and 

learn about how their actions in their lifetime have impacted on us 

today. We will also begin to explore ordering dates chronologically 

and identifying the difference between facts and opinions.  

The children will complete a lesson where they will talk about and 

discuss significant people in our local area. This will include looking 

at Matthew Boulton and James Watt who are displayed on the Lunar 

Society Moonstones outside ASDA. It would be lovely, if you get 

chance, to show the children the stones either before the lesson so 

the children have prior knowledge or after the lesson so they can 

share with you what they have learned.  

Below is a link to videos that discuss the work completed by 

significant individuals from our past that you may wish to share with 

the children.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf49q6f   

 

Computing In Computing this half term, we will be focussing on safety online. 

We will explore a range of different scenarios where the children 

will identify how to keep personal information safe, where to go for 

help and how to use technology safely.  

Practise logging on to the computer using their school log in. Also, 

practise logging onto school sites such as Purple Mash and Education 

City. This will really benefit the children when completing their 

computing lessons. Discuss with the children how to stay safe online  

and our SMART rules. Please follow the link below to discuss these 

https://www.childnet.com/resources/be-smart-online   

 

PE During Indoor PE slots, the children will focus on Gymnastics and will 

be exploring different rolls and balances. This will be delivered by 

Sports Plus. During Outdoor Games, the children will continue to 

focus on throwing and catching and inventing their own games using 

equipment.  

 

PE Days: Thursday and Friday 

Please make sure your child has full P.E kit in school for the whole 

half term. Please make sure all items are clearly named. Please 

remind your child to place all items into their PE bags not on the 

desk or the floor. 

 • Jewellery is not allowed.  

• Long hair should be tied back.  

For safety reasons, NO earrings are allowed. 

 

Swimming Children will further develop stroke technique. Underwater 

swimming, sculling, push and glides will be introduced. Swimmer 

Awards will be taken over a two-week period. Children will also be 

introduced to mini water polo. 

Swimming Day: Wednesday 

Please remember all children will need a named swimming 

costume/trunks, swimming hat and towel please. Please make sure all 

these items are clearly labelled. Please remind your child to place all 

items into their swimming bags not on the bench or the floor.  

NO goggles are allowed. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf49q6f
https://www.childnet.com/resources/be-smart-online
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RE Our topic for Autumn Term is ‘A World of Festivals’. In Autumn 2 

we will look at traditions linked to Hannukah and the Menorah. During 

the week beginning 1st November, we will learn about Diwali and over 

the half term, we will also explore the story of the Nativity and 

create our own Nativity scenes.  Finally, we will look at the 

celebration of Eid and Vaisakhi. 

 

Encourage your child to talk about a range of different festivals. 

Discuss the festivals you celebrate at home and also festivals that 

you may see being celebrated in the wider community. Discuss why 

we give presents at Christmas and how it makes us feel.  

PSHE This half term our topic is called ‘Getting on and Falling out’. We will 

discuss the qualities that make someone a good friend, recognise 

how our behaviour effects other people and explain that family and 

friends should care for each other. We will build upon our knowledge 

from Autumn 1 by understanding how compliments can affect 

people’s feelings, making them feel good, and how to respond to 

compliments. We will also discuss what causes us to fall out with our 

friends and find solutions to help with this in a positive way. Finally, 

we will discuss how falling out with a friend might make us feel and 

look at the emotion anger and how we can deal with this emotion in a 

positive way.  

 

 Please discuss with your child what a compliment is and practise 

giving compliments to people. Discuss how this makes you feel. 

Explain that falling out with friends or family members is natural 

but there are ways that we can deal with these situations to prevent 

it from happening again.  

Below is a useful link to the BBC Bitesize website where they have a 

range of videos discussing a range of different scenarios and 

strategies.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znddmp3   

Music In music this half term the children will start learning how to play 

the glockenspiel. They will use their knowledge of a stave and clef 

to help them identify the notes to play. They will continue to play 

along to a backing track, begin to read musical notation and work 

collaboratively to compose a brief tune.  

To help your child you can try keeping in time with the music by 

tapping along to a beat and singing along to familiar songs or rhymes. 

Discuss with your child some musical terminology such as stave and 

clef.  

German This half term the children will continue to develop their knowledge 

about Germany looking at the food and landmarks. The children will 

start to explore instructions that would be used in a classroom 

listening to them first then completing them and using them in 

conversations. The children will explore words in German to describe 

Christmas. They will explore how to celebrate Christmas in Germany 

learning more vocabulary to support their knowledge.   

 

Practise using German words and phrases at home. Discuss with the 

children how life in Germany is different to life in England. You could 

also ask you child to explain how a  German Christmas is different 

to an English Christmas.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znddmp3
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Visits and visitors 16/12/21 - Christmas Party Day 

There may be a very special visitor in school (COVID permitting). 

 

Curriculum Days 4/11/2021 – Diwali  

5/11/21 - Bonfire Night  

11/11/21 - Remembrance  

w/c 15/11/21 - Switch Off Week  

w/c 15/11/21 - Anti-Bullying Week 

19/11/21 - Children In Need  

13/12/21 - Wear A Christmas Item Day  

15/12/21 - Christmas Dinner Day  

16/12/21 - Christmas Party  

Please share and discuss the following special days at home. 

Discuss how these different events are celebrated and what 

people in our local community might do to celebrate. This links 

nicely to our ‘World of Celebrations’ topic in RE. 

 


